, tert-butyl acrylate (2.2ml, 15mmol), and 0.06g boricacid (1mmol) [13] were placed into a flask. After the addition of water (40ml) the mixture was stirred at 333 Kfor several hours. The progress of the reaction was monitored by thin-layer chromatography (TLC). The solvent was removed under reduced pressure. Then the solid material was washed with ethyl acetate (40 ml)and the solution was filtered to afford the pure product. The purified product was dissolved in the mixture of methanol and acetone (v/v =2/1). The resulting solution was left in air for afew days, yielding colourless crystals.
Discussion

2-thiouracil (TU)
, an established antithyroid drug and melanomaseeker [1] , hasshown therapeuticproperties, especially antiviral, antithyroid [2] [3] [4] , and antitumor activities was found to selectively inhibit neuronal nitric oxide synthase (nNOS) in acompetitive manner (Ki =20WM) [5] .Therefore many derivatives of 2-thiouracil have been developed to improve its topical delivery and reduce the side effects. On the other hand, compounds containing thiophene aromatic ring are ubiquitous in nature, thiophene oligomers and polymers have received great attention due to their potential anti-cancer and anti-inflammatory properties [6] .Inrecent years, more and more attention has been focused on synthesis and properties of thiophene carboxylic acid derivatives, which not only play an important role in constructing coordination polymers with attractive topological structures but which also have been found application in alarge number of organic reactions and are widely employed in organic synthesis [7] [8] [9] . tert-butyl-3-(4-oxo-2-thioxo-3,4-dihydropyrimidin-1(2H)-yl)propanoate was synthesized and its crystal structure determined. The bond lengths and angles in the title molecule ( Fig. 1) are within normalranges. The N1-C8 and N1-C11 bond distance (7) 4e 0.2156 (7) 0.675 (1 
